bitious and able.  Yet on that subject he is as much im-
plicated as others.

The death of Governor Hicks a few days since has
brought on a crisis of parties in Maryland. Blair is a can-
didate for the position of Senator, and the President wishes
him elected, but Stanton and the Chase influence, including
the Treasury, do not, and hence the whole influence of
those Departments is against him. Blair thinks the Presid-
ent does not aid him as much as he had reason to suppose
he would, and finds it difficult to get an interview with him.
I think he has hardly been treated as he deserves, or as the
President really wishes, yet the vindictiveness of the Chief
Justice and Stanton deter him, control him against his
will.

The senior Blair is extremely anxious for the promotion
of his son-in-law, Lee, and has spoken to me several times
on the subject. He called again to-day. I told him of the
difficulties, and the great dissatisfaction it would give the
naval officers. Pressed as the old man is by not only Lee
but Lee's wife, and influenced by his own willing partial-
ity, he cannot see this subject as I and others see it.

A few days since the President sent into the Senate
the nomination of Senator E. D. Morgan for the Treasury.
It was without consultation with M., who immediately
called on the President and declined the position.

Seward, whom I saw on that evening, stated facts to
me which give me some uneasiness. He called, he says,
on the President at twelve to read to him a dispatch, and
a gentleman was present, whom he would not name, but
S. told the gentleman if he would wait a few moments he
would be brief, but the dispatch must be got off for Europe.
The gentleman declined waiting, but as he left, the Pre-
sident said, "I will not send the paper in to-day but will
hold on until to-morrow." Seward says he has no doubt the
conversation related to M.'s nomination, but that, the
paper being made out, his private secretary took it up
with the other nominations, and the President, when aware